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The National Movement I 

Question 1. 

How did the Non-cooperation Movement gain momentum through 

1921-22? Explain. 

Answer: 

The Non-Cooperation Movement gained momentum through 1921 – 22. 

Thousands of students left the schools and colleges that were controlled 

by the government. Many lawyers such as Motilal Nehru, C.R. Das, 

C.Rajagopalachari and Asaf Ali gave up their practices. British titles that 

were awarded to several of the Indians were surrendered. 

Legislatures were boycotted. People lit public bonfires of foreign cloth. 

The import of foreign cloth fell drastically between 1920 and 1922. But 

all this was seen as merely the tip of the iceberg. The large parts of the 

country were on the brink of a formidable revolt. 

Question 2. 

What was the process adopted by revolutionary nationalists such as 

Bhagat Singh and his comrades for fighting colonial rule and the rich 

exploiting classes? 
 



 

Answer: 

Revolutionary nationalists such as Bhagat Singh and his comrades 

wanted to fight colonial rule and the rich exploitating classes through a 

revolution of workers and peasants. This purpose was served with the  

foundation of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) in 

1928 at Ferozeshah Kotla in Delhi. Members of the HSRA assassinated 

Saunders, a police officer who had led a lathi-charge that caused the 

death of Lala Lajpat Rai. 

Along with his fellow B.K. Dutt, Bhagat Singh threw a bomb in the 

Central Legislative Assembly on 8th April 1929. The aim was not to kill 

but “to make the deaf hear”, and to remind the foreign government of 

its callous exploitation. Bhagat Singh was tried and executed at the age 

of 23. 
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